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h A defci^iptien of thePhmomemn of March (5. /4/?, as it 
n>as feen on the Ocean, near the Coajt^of Spain. With an 
Account of the return of the fame fort of Appear a^ce^ oh 
March 5.1, and ApriL i* ^nd -2. fo Homing. 

IN our lafl, we endeavoured to give the PubKck as good 
an Account of the late furprizijig Meteor^ ken inxho 
Heavens, on thefixth of March hQ, as could be gathered 
from the feveral Relations of very dlftant Spedators, which 
had then come to the Royal Societ/s Notice, ^ And fince then, 
we can only add thereto^ rhatat P^m, the Light was fo in- 
confiderable, that it was not regarded : But from a Letter to 
Mr. Alexander Geekicy Surgeon^ dated on Board a Ship in iVk- 
^/V Road, in America^ Afrilig 17 16. we. have copied the 
following Paffage* " On the fixth of Afefrt:^, at 9 a Clock 

in the Evenings we being then in the Latitude of 4^°. 56'. 

(oiF of the JV. ^z Goaft of Sjxain)^ A clear Cloud appea- 
*^ red Eafi of us, not far diftant from our Zenith, which 
^^ afterwards, darted it felf forth into a number of Rays of 
^^ Light, every vs^y Jike. the Tail of a Comet, of fuch a 
"^^ great Length, that it reach'd within a fiiort way of the 
'^Horizon. There likewife appeared a Body of Light, 
^^ N. JV, E. of us, and continued as Light almoft as D^y, tiU 
*^ after 12 a Clock. Ic dppciti'd at a good dlftance from us, 
*' anddarkned on a fti^den* 

Hence it fhould feem, tUat the Vapour which caufed this 
Appearance^ arofe indifferently out of the deep Ocean Sea, 
as well as from the Land,- by which we may conclude the 
great Subtilty of the Matter thereof, fince it could penneate 
fo great a Quantity of Water, and yet retain its Velocity ; 
which is a Circumftance deferving the further confideration 
of the Curious. 

But finee this,mofl: of the hmQPhammena have been repeat- 
ed three feveral Nights fuccefTively,'!//;^. On the laft of March ^ 
and iirft and fecond of Apil The belt and fulleit Deibrip-. 
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tloii of the two firft, is, from a Letter of Dr. Bmok TayUr, 
LL.D. and Secretary to the Roj4 Society^ d^tcd Jprilz, froiu 
Cotterjiockj near Oundle in Northampton- flnrey who thus de« 
fcribes them. '* On Saturday^ Night lalt^ and laft Night, I faw^ 
Appearances of the fame kind, with thofe of March 6. but 
not to compare for Extent and Strength to the other. They 
both began foon after Sun fet, and continued till after 12^ 
but how much longer I cannot tell. They were both about 
10 or If degrees to the Weft ward of the North , and took 
up about 80 degrees of the Horizon; and the jiurora rofe 
about 50 gr. high, with a dark.Bottom, like what was f^Qn 
in the Firft • and from whence there fprung out feveral Bo* 
dies of Light, which immediately run into Streams, afcend- 
ing about ?a, or atmoft 40 gn high... There was no flafh- 
ing nor waving Light,, but in all other, refpecfts, thefe 
Lights were of the fame kind with what we faw 2Lt London. 
Indeed in that laH Night, there was one Vh^mmemn like the 
flafhing Light, for a Body of Light about ly or 20 degrees 
long, parallel to the Horizon, rofe till it came about 6 degrees 
above the black Bafis,. and tlien fent up two ftrong Streams 
of Light about 40 gr. high, which at top daflit againft one 
another, and difappear'd/* 

kt London, the firft. Night, March ^i. It did not begin 
to radiate, till towards Mid- night, and was feen but by 
few curious, Perfons,' the Beams not rifing very high, and 
fcarce appearing over the Houfes, were little taken notice 
of: but by the Relation of thofe that faw it, it was much 
more confiderable than the next Night following Eafier-day^ 
for it then fent out but few and very Ikort Beams, moftiy 
terminating Jn a iharp Point,- and prefently difappearing^ 
Only it beginning to ftream fo foon as if became Dusky, ic 
was very obfervable, that thofe Rays which arofe out of the 
Weft end of the Luminous Arch, next the Sun, were en-p 
lightned by its Beams,^ and fhew'd themfelves much* brighter 
than thofe which fprung up under the Pole, or to .the Eatt- 
ward thereof* And after Nine, till Mid night, no "more 
BiJams arofe. j and the Luminous Arch with its black Bii/j, 
fettled down very low in the Northern Horizon. 

The fame two Nights, by the Obf^^^^^i^^ ^f ^^ • ^^^'^^^^^ 

Mngm^ the like Appearance was feen at Duhlin^ about the 
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hours of Nkie or Teti J at which time^ in the former Night, 
it was near as Light as in a Moon-light Night. And from 
Frame we have an Account, that both thofe Nights, the 
fame was feen at P^w^ with much the fame Gircumftances 
as at -BrnMin. So that it Teems this Meteor, though no ways 
comparable to that of the 6th of March, was feen not lefs 
than ifo Leagues, and probably much further. 

Ihe following Night, April 2. When it began to be dark, 
a Luminous Arch appear'd in the i^^r^^, with a very narrow 
black Bottom under it, very low, and deprefs'd to the Ho- 
lizoni nor was it fmn at, or zbout Lendony to projed any 
pointed Rays as the former. 

But what was moll remarkable that Evening, was, what 
was £§cn m I^ndon, hy that ingenious Gentleman Martin 
Fmlis, Efq,* R.S. S. about Nine that Night. He being in 
the open Air at that time, fa w in an Inftant, a bright 
Ray of very white Light, appear in the Eaft, out of the 
pure Sky, then very ferene and ftill ; it very much refembled 
the Tail of a Comet, and was about 20 gr. inclined from 
the Perpendicular to the Right, beginning about y of 
B-ajeriti the Cerma Bore a ^znd terminating about the Informis 
by fome caird Cor Carotid This having appeared but a very 
Ihort time, difappear'd at once, as in a Moment. When on a 
fudden, fuch another Beam was inftantly produced, not ex- 
actly in the fame place, but in the fame Situation. Its Iow2 
cr end being about 20 gn high, was terminated exadly 
between r. and >, in the Right Hand and Arm of Hercules^ 
and the Middle of it paft over ^r and f in the Girdle of Bootes^ 
and thence proceeded Wellwards, leaving Cor CaroU four or 
live degrees to the Northwards. After it had continued iii 
this pofture near 10 Minutes immoveable among the Stars, 
it began to move flowly towards the North : and the lower 
end paffing over the Northern Edge of the Crown, and the 
Ray it (elf over Cor CsrcM, it grew fainter, and vanifhed, 
having continued in all about 20 Minutes. This latter with 
fome Interruptions was extended between Capor and PoIImx, 
very far into the Weft. And about that time, the fame, or 
fuch another Beam, was feen at St. Afafh^ by Dodlor Stankj^ 
the Reverend Dean of that Church, 
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